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Dear Polly Nomial: 
I am noticing a trend in my classroom during Stations time.  My students work hard and 
they want me to test them.  Unfortunately, when I interview them, they are not "ready to 
apply" at their concept.  I see them counting on their fingers, taking a lot of time to try to 
figure, and using inefficient strategies.  I don't understand.  They are doing lots of writing 
and recording of their equations and are very excited by all their work.  What can I do 
to provide them with supportive questioning and instruction so their learning transfers 
over to the interviews? 
Signed:  Fed Up With Finger Counting 
  
Dear Fed Up With Finger Counting: 
Students who spend more time writing equations than processing their learning may not 
be learning at all - but giving us that "illusion of learning."  To support students to see 
relationships and patterns, we can ask them questions that guide them to see 
relationships and patterns within a concept.  We should also do brief instructional 
groups using teacher directed activities in Developing Number Concepts Books 1, 2, 
3.  Another structure to implement is to take away the writing piece of a station for a 
period of time and give them sentence templates to support partners talking together 
about their math.  Partners can work on the same problem and either share materials 
and work together, or work on the same problem with their own materials.  The 
important part is that they are sharing their thinking and learning with each other.   Ask 
your students if they know what it is they are practicing and learning.  Finally, making 
learning objectives clear to students during Stations time will also make this time more 
conducive to learning and not just a time for "doing” but really encourage students to 
know what they are responsible for learning and how that makes them better at 
doing math.  
Conceptually yours, 
Polly  
 

 


